
The Christian Pretender is Not Wise and Understanding  
Part 1 - James 3:13-14 

 
Q: Who is Wise and Understanding? A: Let Genuine Believer Show it by his Good Behavior (13) 
 

Job 28:28 - And to man He said, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is 
understanding.  

Deut. 4:5-6 - 5“See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the Lord my God commanded me …  6“So 
keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who 
will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 

 

“But” (on the other hand): The Christian Pretender is Not Wise and Understanding (14) 
 
 
 
I. Pretender’s heart is motivated by bitter jealousy and selfish ambition (14) 
 

bitter jealousy 
 
selfish ambition 

 
 
 

II. Pretender is warned not to boast that he is right with God to deceive himself and others (14) 
 

boast against 
 
lie against the truth 

 
	

Examples of Self-Deceived Pretenders in the Church: 
 

1. Victim (Gal. 6:7-8) 
7.   Perfectionist, Legalist                 

(Matt. 23:27–28) 
  

2. Spiritualizer (2 Tim. 3:1-2, 4-5) 8.   Misguided Mercy (1 Cor. 15:33) 
  

3. Do-Gooder (Titus 3:5) 
9.   Indulge Today, Repent Tomorrow                                

(1 Cor. 6:9–10, 2 Cor. 6:1–2) 
  

4. Debater (2 Tim. 3:5-7) 10.  Smooth Talker, Sexual Predator    
(2 Tim. 3:5–6, Jude 4, 2 Pet. 2:1–2) 

  

5. Hypocrite Police (Matt. 7:5) 
11.  Pity Party (Jam. 5:9-11,                     

1 Pet. 2:21-24, 1 Cor. 10:13) 
  

6.   Confessor (2 Cor. 7:9–11)  
	


